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How It May Have Been 


_ The First Service In The First Suffolk Church 


THE FIRST COLONIAL 
CHURCH IN SUFFOLK 


(Written by 
W.E. MacClenny) 


The First Service in the 
New Brick Colonial Church in 
the Upper Parish of Nan- 
semond County, located in 
Suffolk Town. This wa® the 
first church of any kind in 
Suffolk. 

It is July in the year 1753. 
The new brick church has 
been completed, by Colonel 
Daniel Pugh of Nansemond 
and the Vestry holds his 
receipt for L594: O: O dated 
July 26, 1753 in full or building 

handsome edifice. 

The building is in the shape 
of a cross. Colonel Lemuel 
Riddick’s “‘galire” in the end 
of the cross on the wing op- 
poste the front door has been 
built and furnished, and he 
has paid the Vestry L20: 
current money for this 
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will make you 
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privilege. Mr. David Meade’s 
“(galire)” in the opposite 
wing has been completed and 
he has furnished a sweet tone 
bell for the church for this 
privilege. Messrs. John 
Watson and Alexander 
Caiones (indistinct) have 
built their pews in the south 
end of the parish ‘‘(galire)”’ 9 
feet and 9 inches long and 
have paid their L6: for this 
privilege. 


No doubt Mr. Rand who 
planned the building is 
present, to hear the praise of 
the admiring audience. Mr. 
John Best has brought up the 
church furnishings and or- 
naments (these included the 
pulpit cloth, donated by 
Queen Anne, the Bibles and 
prayer books, and the silver 
communion plate that had 
been used for generations) 
from the Old Brick Church, 
located on the George E. 
Bunting farm near Reid’s 
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Ferry, as this is now to be 
discontinued. Mr. Henry 
Gwinn has brought down the 
church ornaments from the 
Middle Chapel, which is to be 
discontinued and in the future 
these are to be for the use of 
the new church. The church 
organ has been installed and 
is ready for use on this oc- 
easion, the church sexton 
having been paid extra for 
keeping the church open for 
the workmen. The pews were 
no doubt made in England as 
they are of pure English 
style. (Some of these were in 
existence within the memory 
of the present generation.) 

The church has many 
embellishments, one being 
the monogram I.H.S. having 
been made in some of the 
bricks while they were in 
process of manufacture. The 
roof of the house is of the best 
red heart cypress or juniper 
shingles, and ladders have 
been proyided in case of fire. 
The walls of the building are 
three (3) bricks thick to the 
water table and two and one 
half bricks thick from there 
up. The roof is sharp, and the 
windows have compassed 
heads (we presume that this 
was round heads or tops.) 
The panes in the windows are 
small in conformity to. the 
custom of the times, and the 
floors are flag stones or fine 
flat bricks. 

Reverend William Webb is 
the minister in the parish, 
Mr. Aaron Allmond is clerk of 
the Suffolk Church, 
readers for the church and 
chapels of the parish are 
present for the service. Mr. 
George Waff has been or- 
dered by the Vestry to keep a 
ferry from the wharf at 
Suffolk to Samuel Jordan’s 
Point. (This is about where 
the present draw bridge is 
located and was perhaps the 
first ferry ever kept there) 
for the use of the parson and 
the people who live on the 
north side of the river. The 
glebe or home of the minister 
was between where Reid’s 
Ferry is now and Providence 
M.E. Church. Thomas 
Johnson is the new church’s 
sexton and has everything in 


the 


order. 

Long before the appointed 
hour of the new church bell is 
rung calling the people for 
miles around to the service 
and soon Suffolk Town 
becomes very much alive 
with the elite of the parish 
and of the entire section. 
Carriages with their fine 
caparisoned steeds, and 
liveried slave drivers roll up 
at the front door, and the 
occupants alight and go in for 
service. 

No doubt Reverend Wm. 
Webb is to be assisted in the 
service by the Reverend John 
Reid of the Old Brick Church 
(now known as St. Luke’s 
Church) in Isle of Wight 
County, and by the venerable 
rector of the Lower of Suffolk 
parish, the Reverend John 
Mackenzie, and even by the 
Commissary, Reverend 
Thomas Dawson, from 
Williamsburg, the capital of 
the state. 

Each of the gentlemen of 


‘Chapel Of 
Ease’ Built 


Dec. 19, 1747 — A Chapel of 
ease was ordered built at a 
place called Holy Neck on the 
Back Swamp in Nansemond 
County. Two acres of land 
was bought from Hardy 
Rawles for the use of the 
chapel. It was completed in 
the usual time two years, and 
in a few years it was ordered 
to be covered with a coat of 
tar to preserve the wood of 
which it was built. This job 
was done by one John 
Rawles. Tradition says that 
this had been a site for 
worship for some time before 
that time, even going back to 
the days of the Indians. Later 
a Quaker meeting house is 
said to have been built there, 
and that may be whence 
came the name. From that 
time down to.the present it 
has been a church site, now 
having one of the best 
country church plants in the 
country. 


the Vestry feels a certain just 
pride in having the new 
church in the new town, and 
knowing that it is the best 
ever in the county. 

The magistrates’ pew is 
filled with the eight (8) 
County Justices who compose 
the County Court. The women 
and girls are dressed in the 
latest styles of the day, while 
the men wear the knee pants 
and silver knee buckles, 
fancy vests and have their 
hair, cues and _ wigs 
powdered. It-is a great 
gathering of the country’s 
gentry... 

At the appointed hour of 
service begins, and is gone 
through in the most solemn 
style according to the 
Established Church as it then 
was in England and the Old 
Dominion. 


Leaves Of History 


1701 °--Thomas Duke 
disowned by the Quakers for 
marrying out of his church. 


Consulting. 


WE SALUTE YOU... 
AMERICA ON YOUR 
200th BIRTHDAY 


FROHMAN BROS. 
INC. 


Real Estate Investment 
and Development. 


| Project Design. 


| Pfoject Management 


109 CLAY ST. SUFFOLK, VA. 


PHONE 539-7419 
AREA CODE 804 
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FIRST SUFFOLK CHURCH 


HERE STOOD THE COLONIAL SUFFOLK 
CHURCH, A LARGE, CROSS-SHAPED, BRICK 
BUILDING, ERECTED IN 1758 AS THE 
SECOND PARISH CHURCH OF UPPER PARISH, 
NANSEMOND COUNTY, AND THE FIRST HOUSE 
OF WORSHIP IN THE TOWN OF SUFFOLK. IT 
SURVIVED THE BURNING OF SUFFOLK BY 
THE BRITISH IN 1779 BUT FELL TC RUIN 
AND WAS TORN DOWN BY 1802. 
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eDELCO & DAYTON ELECTRICAL 
MOTORS 
eMOTOR REWINDING @BELTS & 


PULLEYS 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA! 


McNEILL 
ELECTRIC CO. 


422 E. PINNER ST. 539-3233 


@ . TONIGHT AT 7:30 | i: 
»@Y/ THE SUFFOLK MINISTERS’ COUNCIL >. 


Invites You To Attend A City-Wide 


Special Music Sung By The 


SUFFOLK 


BICENTENNIAL 


uffolk Bicentennial Religious Festival 


AT THE 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


N. MAIN ST. SUFFOLK 


DR. FOY 
VALENTINE, 


Guest Speaker 


EXECUTIVE SERETARY, 
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Participation by 
Community Leaders 


eMAYOR JAMES F. HOPE 


eVICE MAYOR MOSES A. 
RIDDICK 


eDELEGATE J. SAMUEL 


GLASSCOCK 
Showcase Chorus CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION 
, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION : 
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